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NEWDEGATE MACHINERY FIELD DAYS 
Statement 

HON DARREN WEST (Agricultural — Parliamentary Secretary) [6.30 pm]: I have a brief member’s statement. 
This morning I had the great pleasure, as promised yesterday, to travel to Newdegate for the Newdegate Machinery 
Field Days. I made a member’s statement about the Dowerin field days yesterday and I thought it important to 
level the score, so to speak, with a statement about the Newdegate field days. We were met by Craig Newman, the 
new president of the Newdegate field days committee, and Helen Steicke, the promotions officer. We were 
delighted to negotiate a lease arrangement with the Newdegate research station and the Newdegate field days 
committee to help with its ongoing funding of the community event. We went to the Department of Primary 
Industries and Regional Development stand and announced more funding for the digital farm program. I know that 
Hon Jim Chown, the shadow minister, has familiarised himself with that program. Another $2 million is available 
to help roll out enterprise-grade broadband across the Agricultural Region. We welcomed that announcement from 
Minister MacTiernan this morning, which follows on from the $5 million that we have already invested in that 
program to enable very high speed broadband to be rolled out across agricultural areas. 

This year’s theme at the field days was emergency services in the bush. The field days were opened this year by 
Darren Klemm, the commissioner of the Department of Fire and Emergency Services. He made a great speech 
acknowledging all the work of our emergency volunteers right across regional WA, but more particularly in the 
Newdegate area. We also had great speeches by the president of the Shire of Lake Grace, Jeanette De Landgrafft, 
Minister MacTiernan and, of course, Craig Newman, the field days committee president. In a nice touch, we had 
a walk of fame by many local volunteers and career emergency services personnel. It was really nice to acknowledge 
their great efforts and the efforts of all the others across regional Western Australia who were not involved in the 
walk of fame. It was a nice and fitting theme that we reached out and acknowledged all our emergency services 
volunteers. I also bumped into Wally Newman, the chair of CBH Group and a local farmer, at the event, as well 
as David Fyfe, a local livestock transporter who is now the president of the Livestock and Rural Transport 
Association of Western Australia, and had a good discussion with him about the challenges facing his industry. 

All in all, it was a great event and a great effort by the local Newdegate community. I really do marvel at our small 
regional communities and how everybody pulls together. Just imagine, if we could do that in our larger population 
centres, how good things would be. It is great to work with such a committed and devoted organisation as the 
Newdegate field days committee. 
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